


Hon’ble Union Minister of State(Independent Charge) for Statistics and
Programme Implementation delivering address at the Statistics Day 2008
celebrations organized by Government of Tamil Nadu

Hon’ble Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Statistics and Programme Imp.,
Secretary, MOS & Pl and Others standing during Prayer on the Occasion

72



r "\-
,f.. ¥
-

T P i-‘x.,,,;)ﬁ v -

e

A Glimpse of Celebration of Statistics Day, 2008 by Dte. Of Economic
and Statistics, Government of Mizoram

STATISTICS DAY IN
2008 MIZORAM
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Dr. VLChhawna, Reader, Mizoram University speaking on the occasion of
Statistics Day, 2008 organized by DES, Government of Mizoram
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Speaker elaborating the work and contribution of Prof. P.C. Mahalanobis,
during Statistics Day 2008 celebrations by RO, Hyderabad
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A student of the local college, Vijaywada presenting paper on the Statistics Day 2008
at a function organised by NSSO, RO, Vijaywada
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Salient features of the Collection of Statistics Act, 2008

The Collection of Statistics Act, 2008 which replaces the Act of 1953, was passed by the Rajya
Sabha on 19th Dec. 2008, and the Lok sabha on 23rd Dec.2008. The Bill after receiving the assent
of the President on 7th January 2009 became the Collection of Statistics Act, 2008. Salient features
of the Act are:

(1) Scope: In the 1953 Act, the Central Government and the State Governments were empowered
to issue a notification for collection of statistics on any subject from any industrial or commercial
concern. Inthe new Act, the scope has been enhanced to collect all kinds of statistics not only from
industrial/ commercial concerns but also from individuals and households. The local governments
such as Panchayats and Municipalities are also empowered to collect statistics in the new Act.

(2) Powers to Appoint Statistics Authority:In the 1953 Act, the Central Government/ State
Governments, as the case may be, were empowered to appoint a Statistics Authority for
conducting the collection of statistics. In the new Act, the scope has been enhanced to such an
extent that any Government Department/ Organisation either in the States or at the Centre or
local government could appoint a statistics officer for each subject of data collection and/ or
for each geographical unit. Thus the new Act while continuing with the enabling nature of the
1953 Act enhances the scope of the definition of ‘appropriate Government’ by the inclusion of
local governments within its ambit.

(3) Support to Statistics Officer: In the new Act, necessary provisions have also been made for
ensuring support to any statistics officer appointed by the appropriate Government, in terms
of providing necessary inputs, manpower, etc. Such provisions are not there in the 1953 Act.

(4) Avoiding Duplication, and Maintaining Standards: In the 1953 Act, no mechanism has been
prescribed for avoiding duplication of surveys and for ensuring standards for the collection of
statistics. In the new Act, the Central Government is empowered to make rules for avoiding
duplication and for maintaining technical standards in data collection in respect of ‘core
statistics’, which are important for the country.

(5) Mode of Data Collection: In the 1953 Act, the mode of data collection was in the form of
a return, which would be obtained by the statistics authority after issuing a notice to each
industrial/ commercial concern. In the new Act, all methods of data collection including oral
interviews and filing of returns electronically have been covered.

(6) Use of Collected Information for Purposes “Other than Statistics”: As per the 1953 Act, the
information collected from any informant under the Act cannot be made use of, for any
purpose other than for prosecution under the Act or under the Indian Penal Code (IPC). In the
new Act, it is provided that the information would be used only for statistical purposes and for
prosecution of offences under the Act.

(7) Penalty: In the 1953 Act, the penalties were very meager and the procedures for prosecution
were very cumbersome. In the new Act, these have been rationalized. Penalties for not
furnishing information have been enhanced. The procedure for trial has been simplified, to
eliminate the burden of proof on the data collection agencies, by way of a summary trial.

(8) Core Statistics: Appropriate enabling provisions have also been made in the new Act for
notifying certain subjects of national importance as ‘core statistics’, for the purpose of ensuring
methodological standards, timeliness, credibility and completeness.

(9) Duplication of Data Collection: Adequate provisions have also been made in the Bill to avoid
unnecessary duplication of data collection programmes.



To be the finest and most creative National Statistical System in the world;
and to effectively monitor the procgrammes and projects for ensuring
efficient use of national resources.

(i) To make available reliable and timely statistics and to undertake regular
assessment of data needs for informed decision making;

(i} To cater to the emerging data needs in a dynamic socio-economic context,
to reduce respondent burden and to avoid unnecessary duplication in data
collection and publication;

(i) To adopt and evolve standards and methodologies for siatistics generated
by various elements of the National Statistical System and to steer its
development for further improvement and bridging data gaps;

(iv) To ensure and strengthen trust and confidence of all stake holders in the
National Statistical System by maintaining confidentiality of data providers
and promoting integrity and impartiality of all elements of official statistics ;

(v) To provide leadership and coordination to ensure harmoenious, efficient
and integrated functioning of all the elements of the National
Statistical System;

(vi) To continue to asses skill requirement, and develop human resource
capacity at all levels of the statistical system;

(vii) To participate and contribute actively in all international initiatives and
to support development of Statistical Systems around the world ;

(vii) To facilitate and monitor infrastructure and large central projects to
achieve high performance levels through systems improvement, and
adoption of best practices; and

(ix) To facilitate and monitor the implementation of Member of Parliament
Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS), Twenty Point  Programme and
other programmes and schemes for socio-economic development of
the country.






